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Population growth and 2020 outlook
(Source: City of  Dresden municipal statistics archives)
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Residential property

Turnover on residential and part-residential property: €558 million 
Price level for semi-detached/terraced house: +20% 
Prime yield: 5.2 % 
Residential and part-residential property: 15 % more turnover at 
€650 million | Rents without service costs: €4.75 – €12.00 /m²

Offices and retail property

Office space turnover: + 7 % 
(roughly 91,000 m² in all)
Prime office rents: €12.50 /m²
Prime retail rents: €115 /m²

Property market

Overall turnover for Dresden 
property market: €1.78 bn 
Number of properties changing hands 
in all: 5 900

(Source: Dresden committee of  valuation experts and Dr Lübke & Kelber GmbH)(Source: City of  Dresden’s committee of  valuation experts and Aengeveldt 2016 property market report)
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Dirk Hilbert, Mayor of  the City of  Dresden

Innovative solutions
for Dresden’s future

As a city of culture and a high-technology location, Dresden is the 
driving force behind the economic and social development of the 
entire region. The Saxon capital attracts professionals and scientists 
from around the world. The people who live here feel at home in our 
city. In 2030, Dresden will probably have over 585,000 inhabitants, 
presenting us with the challenge of making our region sustainable and 
an even better place to live. Our agenda includes not only mobility, 
energy and the climate but also social and economic development. 
This means making the city greener while also promoting the idea of 
a “smart city” in which everything is connected.

This process is taking place under the watchful eye of business, 
research, Dresden’s citizens and the city government. As part of the 
national “Future City 2030+” contest we have developed a vision 
for the future. Now, the Federal Ministry of Research is calling upon 
us to develop specific plans for implementing our visions, to be 
prepared by 2018. With that in mind, we are also supporting the 
TU Dresden’s applications for the next round of the Federal and 
Regional Initiative for Excellence. The bid for the title “European 
Capital of Culture 2025” will also boost social development as well 
as strongly stimulating tourism and industry. Art and culture have 

always shaped our city’s identity; not only historically. Combined 
with science and business they are also significant factors for the 
future. 

New technologies and infrastructural systems will also affect 
Dresden as a real estate location. Innovative developments from 
Dresden are the future of construction such as HeliaFilm®, an 
ultralight, flexible solar film which can be put to almost unlimited use 
in building façades, or high-performance carbon-fibre-reinforced 
concrete. Dresden’s real estate and housing policy means managing 
dynamics and changes in a responsible manner; developing the 
city as a residential location based on actual needs. Last year this 
resulted in the construction of more than 5,500 homes. The number 
of unoccupied buildings has dropped further to 6.5 per cent, and by 
2020, another 15,500 homes will be needed.

Looking to the future, we are also promoting cultural development 
and making space for creativity. We are investing almost 200 million 
euros in rebuilding the Kulturpalast as the new concert hall for the 
Dresden Philharmonic Orchestra and converting the old “Kraftwerk 
Mitte” power station to house two city theatres. The theatres will be 

opening this December, but the site is already buzzing with life: the 
Carl Maria von Weber University of Music and Dresden’s Heinrich 
Schütz Conservatory were two of the first institutions to move in, 
along with some innovative start-ups. The city’s new creative hub 
offers space for other players involved in culture and creativity.

Dresden’s positive economic development, sustained population 
growth and increasing purchasing power make it an attractive 
location for investors. And it has plenty to offer them, whether that 
might be commercial or residential real estate, or property-related 
services. Industry- and business-friendly policies, clever financial 
management and freedom from debt allow us to invest in the future.

I would like to invite you to discover Dresden’s industry, research 
and property market – both on the pages of this brochure and, of 
course, here in Dresden. 

Dirk Hilbert
Mayor of the City of Dresden
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Trend in the number of people in employment
Source: Saxon Regional Statistics Office 2016 

Pricing overview for individual home-building
Source: Dresden committee of  valuation experts

People in employment

Single-occupancy houses

Detached houses

Semi-detached houses
End-of-terrace houses
Mid-terrace houses

Single-occupancy houses

Detached houses

Semi-detached houses

End-of-terrace houses

Mid-terrace houses

Location

Good
Mid-range
All 
All 
All

Location

Very good
Good
Mid-range
Very good
Good
Mid-range
Good
Mid-range
Good
Mid-range

€K 

555
320
355 
410 
310

€K 

480
305
235 
290
235
210
210
265
170
195

euros/m2

 3 105 – 3 865
 1 915 – 3 285
 1 370 – 4 548
 2 185 – 3 450
 1 705 – 2 565

euros/m2

  1 145 – 3 970
 575 – 4 170
 220 – 3 965
 1 790 – 2 690
 840 – 2 815
 480 – 3 135
 1 350 – 3 420
 950 – 3 305
 1 100 – 3 200
 670 – 2 825

New-build semi-detached and terraced houses 

Semi-detached  + terraced houses prior to 2012

Average purchase price Purchase price range

Purchase price rangeAverage purchase price

* City Planning Office forecast – our own estimates, 2016 

      

 2005            2008            2011             2014          2030*                 

 284 600        303 300        308 400 319 400        328 000     Mio
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Sales trend for unbuilt plots ready for development
Source: Dresden committee of  valuation experts

Plots 
unbuilt, ready to develop

Mean property prices
Source: Dresden committee of  valuation experts

Building land 
for commercial users

Purchase prices for living space, initial sale
Source: Dresden committee of  valuation experts

New build
Period building 
(renovated)

Location:  good  mid-range basic 
 

Ave. per m2

Location:  good  mid-range basic 

Plots 
for single-occupancy houses

Plots 
for multi-occupancy buildings

Sales trend for home ownership
Source: Dresden committee of  valuation experts

Home ownership

 2010   2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

 64               91              75              147            107            182                  million     

573           588           529           485            403             385         Purchases             

2010           2011          2012          2013          2014          2015

353            418            449            434            552            601              459     million  

2904         4312           3545         3269          3998          3777      Purchases             

 3 210          2 820        2 710  3 850          3 330          3 190

 2010          2011          2012         2013          2014         2015

 171           111             95             111            102             92                  per m2 

2010          2011          2012         2013          2014          2015

 138            150            148            169            192            194                   per m2 

2010          2011          2012         2013         2014           2015

205            236             293           249            298            318                   per m2 



Dresden – a top address for all types of 
property investment

Land, office space, retail, homes – Dresden’s property market prom-
ises to remain exciting and attractive for all types of future property 
investment. 

Varied employment opportunities, chances for graduates, the 
increasingly attractive city centre and housing, innovation and 
knowledge transfer at the university and other academic institutions 
and private sector organisations are all attracting new members of 
the population and create a good atmosphere for starting a family. 
Dresden was only recently named Germany’s most female-friendly 
city. The criteria for this included work and career opportunities, 
income and options for gaining qualifications; in these categories, 
Dresden came first out of 77 German cities. 

The “Prognos Future Atlas” 1 confirms that Dresden offers a large 
number of opportunities for development in the fields of economic 
strength, digitalisation and dynamism. A recent study by industrial 
advisers Ernst & Young 2, which surveyed Germany’s biggest banks, 
funds and housing associations, revealed that eleven per cent of 
the organisations, including CG-Gruppe AG, REVITALIS ESTATE AG, 

Baywobau Baubetreuung GmbH and Cortez GmbH, intend to invest 
more money this year in new residential units. 

More inhabitants  
add to the dynamism

As Dresden’s population and number of households increase, the 
dynamism of the property market is rising in every segment. The 
gross domestic product is continuously growing. 

Job seekers are in good hands in the Saxon capital: there is a wide 
range on offer in every economic sector, including industry, the city’s 
administration, regional institutions which are based in Dresden, 
retail, transport and information technology.  The unemployment 
rate is at an all-time low, with new jobs appearing every year.

Property market still on the up

In 2015, the property market showed a turnover of some 140 million 
euros – more than the year before. At 1.78 billion euros in total, it 
was thus even higher than in the boom year of 2006 (1.74 billion) 

making it the highest level so far in the new millennium. The volume 
of transactions concluded on the Dresden investment market rose 
14 per cent or 133 million euros in 2015 to reach roughly 1.1 billion 
euros. In the boom year of 2006 the figure was only slightly higher 
at 1.34 billion euros. Back then this tended to be in the field of 
commercial property, while the focus since 2015 has been more on 
residential investment.

Home ownership popular

Interest in privately owned property is growing in Dresden, 
partly from the simple fact that home ownership figures are still 
comparatively low in the city. Interest in purchasing a property is 
spurred on by the low interest rate, while at the same time there 
is no safe alternative to investing in real estate. Property funds, for 
example, are making the most of this opportunity and investing 
in Dresden. In 2015 the turnover from residential property and 
commercial units in residential buildings rose for the sixth year 
in a row. At roughly 558 million euros (2014: 525 million euros) 
this is the highest figure of this millennium so far! In the sector 
of detached and semi-detached homes, there was a turnover of 
some 107 million euros (2014: 125 million euros). The mean value 
for the last 10 years is 96 million euros. Some 1,000 homes have 
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Market opportunities in Dresden – 
both constant and dynamic

Prager Carree



“When you cross the Elbe you get an impression that is particularly typical of  Dresden: 
in what is Central Germany’s largest city in terms of  area, the wide expanses provide a 
place for people to spend time, live and work while still leaving plenty of  open space in 
between. The cityscape blends harmoniously into the countryside. Beyond the hustle and 
bustle, scientists, innovative small and medium-sized businesses, artistic creativity and 
happy citizens come together to create a combination of  light hearts and inquiring minds. 
This unique blend has created a market which promises constant growth and lastingly 
attractive property opportunities.” 

changed hands. Rising demand led to wasteland being developed 
even in the city centre, including Herzogin Garten, Wallstraße, 
Postplatz and plots by the Grosser Garten park.

Residential rents have increased

Investors who have previously used the opportunity to construct or 
purchase residential property in Dresden have made a profit: thanks 
to rising demand, rental prices have increased, and not only in top 
locations.

At the same time, the number of vacant homes has consistently 
decreased to its current level of 6.5 per cent. There are residential 
locations which are so popular that there are hardly any empty 
homes available, though some homes are still free in the large 
housing developments on the skirts of the city. Even here, however, 
the number has dwindled as the owners have invested in modern 
comfort, needs-based downsizing or conversion and an attractive 
environment. Depending on the location in Dresden, there are 
homes available to rent between 4.75 and 12 euros per m². Large-
scale investors, pension funds and insurance companies have 

recognised the favourable conditions in Dresden and increased their 
building activities. 

It remains the city’s task to ensure that affordable housing is 
available for every social stratum. Considering the population 
growth forecasts, large numbers of homes will be required every 
year in future. The City of Dresden is developing solutions aimed at 
fulfilling these complex requirements.

Office space growing harder to find

2015 saw a 7 per cent rise in turnover from office space compared 
with 2014 (roughly 91,000 m² in all). At the same time, this rising 
demand means that the supply of available space is constantly 
falling. At the end of 2015 the nominal vacancy rate was 9.7 per cent, 
considerably lower than at the start of the year. These conditions 
also made it possible to charge higher prime rents for offices: the 
figure rose slightly to 12.50 euros per m² (2014: 12 euros per m²). 
This means that offices in Dresden remain relatively moderately 
priced compared with other conurbations in Germany: the city is an 
attractive place to locate a business.

Top retail location 

The picture is similar on the retail market: in 2015, prime rents for 
retail space rose by 5 euros per m² to roughly 115 euros per m². 
When it comes to the figures for purchasing power and centrality, 
Dresden is in front of other German metropolises – guaranteeing 
high, constantly increasing prime rents 

and sealing Dresden’s position as one of the most interesting retail 
locations around. Expansion strategists for many brands still have 
their sights set on the city. Almost 30 per cent of tourists’ daily 
spending goes into the retail sector. 

The city-centre retail area comprises roughly 215,000 m² of floor 
space, with a moderate increase expected due to current projects. 
The city centre is very easy to access.
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 Sources for figures: City of  Dresden’s committee of  valuation experts and Aengeveldt 2016 property market report 1st source: Prognos AG “Future Atlas” 2nd source: Real Estate Trends, issue 68 – March 2016

Karl-Heinz Weiss, CEO of  Immobilienverband Deutschland IVD - Region Mitte-Ost e. V.



Dresden – a city with a vision

For the “Future City” project, Dresden is developing a vision for 
life in the city after 2030. The project was put out to tender by the 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research. Dresden put in a bid 
and, along with another 50 towns and cities, was granted funding 
for the first stage, with the aim of generating a variety of ideas for 
developing a joint vision. The second, current stage involves working 
out specific plans for implementing those ideas, in a third step to 
begin in 2018. 

As many actors as possible, from every area of life in the city, are 
being given the opportunity to put forward what they want from the 
“Future City“. Together with Dresden’s citizens and representatives 
from the worlds of research, local politics, the administration 
and companies, they are searching for sustainable solutions for 
climate change adaptation, the transition to renewable energy, job 
safety, affordable housing, sustainable mobility, immigration and 
demographic change. The prerequisites are already in place: a good 
environment for start-ups and spin-offs, an excellent infrastructure 
and an attractive property landscape. Dresden offers a unique 
combination of entrepreneurial spirit and jobs, trade, art and 
culture, as well as having nature on its doorstep: that is the key to 
the high quality of life here. In this cosmopolitan city on the banks 
of the Elbe amid heritage buildings and vibrant life, you can quite 
simply breathe more freely.

Science, research, institutes of  
unique concentration and variety 

Max Planck, Helmholtz or Leibniz – the big institutes are all in 
Dresden, each with several facilities. This is the city with the most 
Fraunhofer Institutes in Germany. Almost 4,000 researchers here 
are developing new, innovative solutions in close cooperation with 
industry: a comparison of German cities employing scientific staff 
puts Dresden in first place. There are more than 32 researchers per 
1,000 members of the population. 

The research institutes are also the source of major trends in new 
development, with an ecotechnology company and a new Max 
Planck Society Centre for Systems Biology currently being built in 
Dresden’s Johannstadt district, among other things. The Fraunhofer 
Institute centre in Gruna has just opened its Reset department. A 
tour past the technological companies on Nöthnitzer Strasse, on the 
TU Dresden grounds, shows that money has also been invested in 
their modern, architecturally well-designed exterior.

New research park in eastern Dresden

On a roughly 100-hectare plot near the city centre, a new site for 
innovation is being built – right by the Fraunhofer Institute Centre 
on Winterbergstrasse. This research park in eastern Dresden is to 
be a future-friendly, high-quality location for science, research and 
science-related commercial enterprises. From 2018 the plan is for 
mostly scientific institutes to settle here along with technology-
related companies and research-based service providers. In 
addition to this, space will be provided for pilot projects and start-
ups. Existing social institutions will remain, adding to the ways in 
which the area can be used, along with planned green spaces. 

“Dresden has some outstanding research results to its name, 
for example in the fields of  renewable energy, energy-efficient 
construction technologies or city-centre mobility design. 
In future we will be putting those innovations into practice 
to a far greater extent when developing new municipal areas. 
Our aim is to encourage private 
investors to do the same, and we are happy to offer our help 
as coordinators.“

Dr Robert Franke, head of  Dresden’s Economic Development Office
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Master plan for research park in eastern Dresden

The visions which Dresden’s citizens have for the “Future City 2030“



Spaces 
for innovation – 
ideas 
for the future
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Glass with non-reflective coating, Fraunhofer Institute for Organic Electronics

European no. 1 in microelectronics

Alongside traditional branches of industry such as mecha nical 
engineering, plant construction and vehicle construction, Saxony 
leads the way in the field of micro electronics. Some 2,100 companies 
in the sector employ 51,000 workers, making Saxony the biggest site 
in this area in Europe and the fifth largest in the world. The entire 
value chain of the Fraun  hofer Institute for Ceramic Technologies and 
Systems can be found here, from microchip design to high-volume 
production and products for service providers and users. Dresden’s 
particular skills lie in the fields of software, microelectronics, na-
no electronics, MEMs (micro-electro-mechanical systems), sensors, 
energy-efficient systems, automation, organic electronics, Industry 
4.0, “smart everything” (e.g. smart cities, smart homes or smart 
cars), cybersecurity and cross-cluster cooperation (e.g. in medical 
technology).

Setting their sights on nanoelectronics

Four Dresden Fraunhofer institutions have got together with 
the Chemnitz and Dresden Universities of Technology to form 
the “Functional Integration for Micro-/ Nanoelectronics” high-
performance centre in Dresden. The centre is a model for how to link 
research and production, and a brilliant addition to the research and 
development activities already taking place here. It propels Dresden 
into a position as one of the most important European sites for top 
nanoelectronics research. The high-performance centre is designed 
to speedily turn research results into new products, thus increasing 
competitiveness, especially among medium-sized companies.

Infineon launches IoSense pilot project

In May 2016, Infineon Technologies chose Dresden to launch one 
of the most important pilot projects on sensors and sensor systems 
in Europe, worth 65 million euros in all. The project name, IoSense, 
refers to the “Internet of Sensors“. 

The low-cost production of sensor systems is a key prerequisite for 
what is known as the Internet of Things (IoT). Thirty-three partners 
from six countries will be carrying out research and development all 
along the value chain. 

EU funding for Globalfoundries

For its latest microchip technology, the Dresden microchip 
manufacturer Globalfoundries is to receive funding of 2.9 million 
euros from the European Commission, some of which will go to 
extensive additions to the Dresden research and production works. 
As part of the “PRIME” project, five partners are developing a 
particularly energy-efficient technology platform and a memory 
solution for the Internet of Things. Zentrum Mikroelektronik Dresden 
AG, TU Dresden and the Dresden Fraunhofer Institute for Photonic 
Microsystems are involved along with other players from the worlds 
of research and science. The project is worth 39 million euros.

Support and good advice

Increasing numbers of small and medium-sized companies are 
relocating to Dresden. The City of Dresden’s Economic Development 
Office helps companies in every sector to relocate, e.g. providing 
support with company expansions or with finding suitable floor 
space. From the autumn of 2016, for example, CREAVAC-Creative 
Vakuumbeschichtung GmbH, will be constructing a new building with 
an investment volume of roughly six million euros. Environmental 
Expert GmbH is extending its production department, and also 
building a new structure for this purpose, worth 1.3 million euros in 
total. The investment climate in Dresden is favourable in every way.

Microchip production at Globalfoundries Dresden
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A growing 
campus – 
students and 
start-ups 
in Dresden

University of Excellence  
goes back a long way

Roughly 36,000 people, most of them young, from all over the 
world study at Dresden University of Technology (TUD), with some 
525 professors. It is one of eleven Universities of Excellence in 
Germany. With a long tradition as a top university, TUD has its roots 
in a region which for centuries has attracted the best and brought 
forth the brightest minds. During the next round of the Initiative for 
Excellence, the university will be building on this basis and adding to 
it with lasting effect. It is involved in both funding streams, with bids 
by clusters and for the title of “University of Excellence“. To achieve 
its goals, the TUD is relying on its own strengths and the magnetism 
of the Dresden region. Quality, interdisciplinarity, integration 
and interaction. Hardly any other German university has such an 
extensive range of research and courses as the TUD: engineering, 
mathematics, the natural sciences, the humanities and medicine 
can all be found in one place. Next year, Saxony will be investing 
some 6.4 million euros in adding to the TUD’s facilities.

A partner in the research  
and industry network

One example of how special this network is takes the form of 
DRESDEN-concept – Dresden Research and Education Synergies 
for the Development of Excellence and Novelty. This association 
between TUD and strong partners in the fields of science and culture 
is all about demonstrating the excellence of Dresden’s research. The 
DRESDEN-concept partners tap and use synergies between research, 
education, infrastructure and administration. They coordinate their 
scientific strategies and identify the fields in which Dresden is an 
international leader. Together, they are developing a strategy to 
attract the world’s leading scientists to Dresden. 

The right environment  
for start-ups and innovation

On top of basic research, another goal is to develop market-ready 
innovations. In this field, too, Dresden has a long tradition as a city 

Left: Carbon elements in front of  the Beyer building, TUD
Centre: TUD Faculty of  Computer Science
Right: Campus master plan



“Dresden provides plenty of  space for excellent development on 
university courses and within research and industry. This is a 
place where you can bring innovation to life and help shape the 
future of  the city.” 

in Saxony, the region of inventors. In Dresden, the art of engineering 
and ideas for products and services come up against an environment 
which promotes the creation of start-ups. Companies such as 
Novaled GmbH or Heliatek GmbH are two successful examples 
among many. The Fraunhofer Society’s institutes, in particular, are 
an important economic boost for the region with their equipment 
and use of new technologies emerging from basic research.

Infrastructure promoting cooperation

Another aspect which makes Dresden an attractive location for the 
sciences is the fact that its institutes of higher education, research 
institutes and research-based companies are spread across the 
entire city while still being easy to reach. Fast connections thanks to 
an extremely good infrastructure make it easier to exchange ideas 
and cooperate. 

Focus on campus development

As part of the “campus master plan“, following the theme of 
“Südvorstadt Dresden – a dialogue between education and city 
government“, developments are being planned for the area around 
Dresden University, in Dresden’s Südvorstadt district. They comprise 
new construction projects among the technology buildings lining 

Nöthnitzer Strasse and extensive student accommodation projects. 
And there is already serious investment to match these plans: 
by 2018, 35 million euros will have gone into modernising the 
Barkhausen building. The new building for the Institute for Applied 
Photophysics is being constructed on Nöthnitzer Strasse, and 
student accommodation is being built at Reichenbachstrasse 97. 

Another programme, “Stadtbahn 2020” (“Stadtbahn” being the 
urban rail system) is tackling ways to make university facilities even 
easier to reach using local public transport. The specific aim is to 
replace popular bus routes with more efficient tram services. The 
programme includes several new tram route construction projects. 
The first step will be to take the pressure off bus route 61 between 
the districts of Löbtau and Strehlen.

Saxony and Dresden promote 
development

In Saxony as a whole, 2.7 per cent of the gross domestic product is 
spent on research and development, with 5.9 per cent of the Saxon 
budget for this field invested in Dresden itself. Every year, TU Dresden 
drums up hundreds of millions of third-party funding to develop its 
projects, making it the leader in this field. The eleven Fraunhofer 
institutes have a turnover of more than 100 million euros.
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Prof. Hans Müller-Steinhagen, Rector of  TU Dresden



“Tourists come for the art and culture, but the city’s high 
birthrate comes from the quality of  life and low rents. 
Dresden is growing again, but prices on the property market 
are rising – time to reflect on our cultural values when it 
comes to building housing and find innovative answers to the 
challenges of  demographic change and increasing cultural 
diversity!“
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More than the highlights

Before anything else, of course, newcomers to Dresden look at 
the famous spots in the city centre, stroll past Baroque buildings 
and monuments, the Semper Opera House and the Frauenkirche, 
wander through the Zwinger Palace, across Altmarkt square or 
Prager Strasse, and marvel at Brühl’s Terrace high above the 
steamships at anchor and the wide expanses of the Elbe meadows. 
But a second glance reveals Dresden’s own very special treasure 
trove of lovely residential areas. 

Residential locations  
you will fall in love with

Right in the centre around Altmarkt square, for example, living 
conditions are top of the range. Everywhere is within walking 
distance; you can walk home from an evening concert, use the well-
oiled infrastructure of local public transport at all hours, maybe even 
live in a home overlooking the banks of the Elbe. All that is possible 
in Dresden, and at a reasonable cost compared with other large 
cities in Germany. 

Quiet, green and easy to reach

If you like things a little quieter, you have a wide choice. Whether 
you take Striesen or Blasewitz, the east of the city, Löbtau or 
Südvorstadt, smaller low-density residential units give you an 
individual residential feel in the heart of the city. Dresden’s many 
hillside locations are particularly lovely; they include Loschwitz, 
above the Blue Wonder, Weisser Hirsch with its wonderful villas or 
Plauen, near the university. Who wouldn’t want to look down on the 
city from their balcony?

Up the Elbe, there are residential areas further from the centre 
such as Pillnitz or Kleinzschachwitz. Here, there is a rural feel to life 
despite the good connections to the city centre and the nearby Elbe. 
New builds have been constructed in districts such as Weixdorf, 
Pieschen, Cotta and Nickern. In Hellerau, Bühlau and Weissig, 
existing properties have changed hands frequently, and contracts 
have been signed for many buildings in Neustadt, Pieschen and 
Löbtau. All of Dresden’s residential areas are very green and easy to 
reach in terms of transport links.

Prof. Angela Mensing de Jong, Chair of  Design and Urban Planning 
at Dresden University of  Applied Sciences (HTW)

Elbe cycle path in Dresden’s Old Town Elbe Sandstone Mountains



Good homes 
for a good life – 
it’s the blend 
that does it
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From the riverside to the vineyards

From half-timbered homes on a village green to clusters of villas, 
Dresden has a varied range of residential locations. Historically, 
Dresden grew into a city from a series of little villages. The special 
charm of the old village squares which were absorbed can still be 
felt almost everywhere, such as Wasaplatz in the district of Strehlen. 

The centre around the Blue Wonder bridge is extremely busy and 
popular: there is always at least as much going on at Schillerplatz 
or Körnerplatz as there is in the city centre. This is a place where 
people work, shop and sit in cafés or beer gardens overlooking the 
Elbe. Down on the Elbe cycle path, walkers and cyclists make their 
way from the docks via the city centre to Pillnitz Palace. 

Up on the Standseilbahn and Schwebebahn hillside railways – 
unique testimonials to the art of engineering – locals and visitors 
glide up the hills of Loschwitz and Wachwitz. This is also where the 
first vineyards are found in one of Germany’s northernmost wine-
growing areas. 

Sport and recreation

In their spare time, the people of Dresden enjoy a wide range of 
sports grounds and facilities, art and culture, trade fairs in the 
recently built grounds at the Ostragehege, and outings to the 
Grosser Garten park or the Elbe meadows. 

This is not to mention Dresden’s colourful environs, which are just 
waiting to be explored. Saxon Switzerland, the Ore Mountains, 
Upper Lusatia and the Tharandt Forest, nearby towns and idyllic 
villages: it would take a lifetime to discover it all.

Dresden high up the birthrate charts

For some years now, Dresden has seen an increased influx of 
residents and one of the country’s highest birthrates. Word has 
spread of the city’s attractiveness, the many opportunities to work 
and study and its high housing quality. The City of Dresden expects 
this stable upward trend to continue, and is working on a new 
housing construction strategy. Living at Dr. Lahmann Park 

Hellerau Garden City: terraced housesElbe Sandstone Mountains
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Dresden’s vibrant 
city centre –  
bursting with the 
joys of  life

Living life to the full 

Cities with a future make sure that their centres do not just welcome 
new shops but also places for people to live. This is one conclusion 
drawn in the first stage of the project “Future City Dresden“, 
which is just entering its second stage. This project seeks the 
opinions of Dresden’s citizens and their visions for the future. One 
definite prerequisite is a vibrant, healthy city with well-functioning 
neighbourhoods. 

The joys of life in the city centre

The hustle and bustle around the Frauenkirche is one sign of 
how enjoyable it is to live in Dresden. The seats in the cafés and 
restaurants looking out on the church and statue of Luther are not 
just filled with tourists: the people of Dresden love bringing their 
guests to this newly built and constantly changing square, too. On 
their way to the Old Town they pass the Kulturpalast, which is being 
refurbished as a modern concert hall, due to open next year, when 
it will house the Dresden Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Incredibly, the fundraising society has managed within just a few 
years to bring in a million euros for the new Kulturpalast organ, 
donated by Dresden’s people and companies and music lovers from 
around the world. 

Shops to suit every taste

From Wiener Platz to Prager Strasse and the Altmarkt, over 
Neumarkt then across the Elbe to the lovely Baroque district with its 
designer boutiques, over Hauptstrasse and on to the trendy shops 
of the Outer Neustadt – Dresden makes an excellent place to go 
shopping. International brands alternate with regional producers. In 
between, there are countless inviting spots to relax and recharge 
your batteries. Visitors from Poland, the Czech Republic and Russia 
love to come to Dresden and contribute to the lastingly positive 
trend on the retail market. 

Today, investors are increasingly concentrating on the city’s various 
districts, where they are building new shopping centres and thus 
bringing greater quality of life to the city as a whole. One example is 
the big new shopping mall that has been constructed at Strassburger 
Platz, opposite the Transparent Factory. 

A good night’s sleep  
before your shopping trip

Around Neumarkt square there is a cluster of exclusive brands, right 
by Dresden’s Royal Palace and the Semper Opera House, home of 
the Saxon State Orchestra. In the Zwinger, priceless artistic treasures 
attract visitors to the museums and tell of Saxon splendour under 
Augustus the Strong. The nearby Hotel Taschenbergpalais makes a 
wonderful place to spend the night. But it is not the only option: in 
2015 more than two million visitors spent some four million nights 
in Dresden’s hotels and guesthouses.

The romance of a river

Brühl’s Terrace is a highlight for everyone who visits Dresden. With 
a view of the ships from Sächsische Dampfschifffahrtsgesellschaft 
mbH, the world’s largest fleet of steamships, the terrace leads to 
one of Dresden’s most striking buildings: the Synagogue. In the 
summer, steamers travel the Elbe daily, for example to Meissen or 
Pillnitz Palace.

Dresden-Neustadt Neumarkt



Out and about from baroque to boho

With its wide green riverbanks, this city on the Elbe is home to 
Baroque of the very best. Baroque architecture can be found from 
the Japanese Palace and Golden Horseman to Hauptstrasse and 
Königstrasse, in some places uninterrupted. These are especially 
enjoyable places to shop, dine and stroll. 

If you like things a little more offbeat, make your way between the 
city’s most famous fountains – “Stormy Waves” and “Still Waters” 
– into Dresden’s Neustadt district. This youthful residential area 
buzzes with life day and night, combining alternative shops, an 
exciting fringe arts scene, cafés and pubs of all kinds. 

Culture of every kind

Whatever the season, there are always plenty of cultural events 
for local residents and visitors to the city. Every cultural interest is 
catered to, from the Film Nights at the Elbe river, the City Festival 
or the Elbhangfest in the summer to the centuries-old Dresdner 
Striezelmarkt Christmas market in the winter; from the Semper 
Opera House to the Schauspielhaus theatre, from the Kreuzchor 
choir to the State Art Collections (SKD), and from the big fresh food 
market at the Hygiene Museum to the little district markets. 

Two world-famous orchestras, the Dresden Philharmonic Orchestra 
and the Saxon State Orchestra, are unique to Dresden. 

One exciting feature on the cultural landscape is Hellerau Festival 
Theatre, on the outskirts of the city. With its history as the birthplace 
of modern dance, later becoming a Soviet army barracks and today 
a unique German stage for the world’s best dance companies, the 
imposing building testifies to Dresden’s history – its former glory, 
destruction, and rebirth – like no other.

Dresden’s bid to be named the 2025 Capital of Culture is intended 
as a further token of the city’s originality. What other European city 
can boast such a variety of art and culture, prosperous economics 
and trade, tourism and science, plus unparalleled natural features 
and a full, balanced life? 

“Shopping, working, experiencing culture and leisure, hospi-
tality and mobility: With its inspired beauty, Dresden’s city 
centre has so many uses that it is a pleasure to promote its 
quality as a location.“

Jürgen Wolf, manager for Dresden city centre
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In 2016 Dresden Kreuzchor celebrates the 800th anniversary of  the choir’s foundation.

St. Pauli ruins  Striezelmarkt Visualisation of  Kulturpalast  Film Nights at the Elbe river Hellerau Festival Theatre  Semper Opera Ballet
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“Even as a student I liked coming to Dresden, so I was all 
the more delighted when, in 2006, I had the chance to create 
my second panorama site in an industrial heritage building in 
this city with its rich history.  Here, you can combine work 
with a high quality of  life. The Dresden panoramas are my 
contribution, encouraging people to think about the past and 
future of   this European city.“

Willkommen, 
welcome, 
international Dresden

Dresden panorama in the old gasometer

Yadegar Asisi, artist – 360° panoramas in several cities in Germany and France
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A rich vein of diversity

Dresden is enriched by people from all over the world: some at 
Dresden University of Technology and the Fraunhofer, Max Planck, 
Helmholtz and Leibniz institutes, some working in local companies, 
some running pubs and restaurants, some playing in the city’s famous 
orchestras, some students, schoolchildren or simply neighbours. 
Whoever they are, their intercultural input brings life into the city. 
Even under Augustus the Strong, international scientists, master 
builders and artists helped make the city famous. 

Interesting for people  
from neighbouring countries

As a city of art and culture, a site for research and conferences and 
a metropolitan centre for industry and trade, Dresden is of interest 
to people from all over the world. Every year there is a further rise 
in the number of international visitors coming to Dresden to attend 
meetings, trade fairs and conferences; the many facets of the Saxon 
capital make it both a fitting and an attractive setting for such events. 

Education at its best

Planning on relocating to Dresden? Then your children will be in 
safe hands. “There’s an international side to Dresden thanks to the 
Dresden International School (DIS), which has already been here for 
20 years. More than 500 children from over 40 nations study at the 
DIS, and the qualifications they leave with, which are well above the 
global average, shows this is one of the best schools of its kind. The 
DIS helps demonstrate Dresden’s cosmopolitan nature and is one 
argument in favour of companies with international links relocating 
in and around Dresden“, explains Professor Heribert Heckschen, chair 

of the Dresden International School fundraising society. At Dresden 
International University (DIU) there are some 3,000 students from 
30 countries. DIU offers anyone interested in education and training 
market-driven Bachelors and Masters courses, certificate courses, 
one-day seminars and continuing professional development.

Many roads lead to Dresden

The strongest-growing business location in eastern Germany and 
one of the most dynamic in Europe, Dresden benefits from its 
central position. The country’s main arteries from east to west and 
north to south meet in Dresden. 

The routes from Berlin to Prague, Wrocław or Vienna pass necessarily 
through the city. In the city itself, the modernised bridges over the 
Elbe and tram routes keep the traffic flowing. From Dresden Airport, 
travellers can get to the national hub airports, while numerous long-
distance coach services connect them to the main European cities. 

Students at Dresden International University

Dresden-Rossendorf  Helmholtz Centre Dresden Airport Dresden International Children’s Choir Festival



Military History Museum of  the Bundeswehr 
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City-centre planning concept

When Dresden’s city history was ripped apart in 1945, it led to the 
almost complete destruction of the city centre. Today, more than 
70 years later, Dresden has rebuilt the treasured buildings that 
survived, filled many of the gaps that were left and developed 
a harmonious appearance as a whole. The overall effect is of the 
historical and urban architecture combining in a special way with 
the unique landscape along the Elbe; the river is both a lifeline and 
a connecting element. 

The city-centre planning concept sketches out the city’s sustainable 
development, with the main thrust of the city’s growth at its 
centre. Maintaining the different areas combining living, working 
and leisure, low-density development and practical high-density 
areas, while also taking future changes into account, is extremely 
important to maintain the city’s identity and keep it attractive. 

Mixed-use city-centre neighbourhoods and transitional areas 
with plenty of greenery help create a local sense of identity, with 
the residential parts keeping city-centre use balanced. The focus 
is currently on three development areas: Dresden’s Neustadt and 
Friedrichstadt districts

Development to the north

The Dresden district of Neustadt links the city centre to the highly 
industrialised north with its wide range of job opportunities. 
Here, the priority is on providing housing as demand rises. In the 
residential area, much of which is already densely developed, a 
key role is thus played by filling empty plots and re-assessing built 
areas. Here, the central focus is on the extensive development of 
the residential areas in eastern Albertstadt and at Jägerpark.

Well-planned 
development 
for Dresden

City-centre planning concept
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Friedrichstadt comes to life

Depending on what street in Friedrichstadt you explore, you might 
find yourself in either Baroque or modern times. The district is 
still one of the most varied parts of the city. With connections 
to the docks, the big Friedrichstadt hospital, the Yenidze (once a 
cigarette factory), with its wide roads and excellent location when 
heading out to the motorway, it still has some hidden gems to of-
fer. Many developmental question marks have now been sorted 
out. Though Friedrichstadt can be reached on foot from the city 
centre, it has tended to be sidelined. 

As the demand for housing has increased, this part of the city is 
now the subject of great interest. Creative types feel particularly 
at home here. Of all Dresden’s districts, Friedrichstadt is one of the  
most likely to change over the coming years. 

Yenidze, originally a cigarette factory



www.kraftwerk-mitte-dresden.de

A powerhouse
of  art, culture and 
creativity.

The countdown is on for Dresden’s biggest cultural project, Kraft-
werk Mitte. On 18 December 2016 the new venues of Dresden State 
Operetta and the tjg Junge Generation theatre will be opening on 
the grounds of this nineteenth-century industrial heritage building. 
The Kraftwerk Mitte Club events location, the DREWAG energy mu-
seum, the Carl Maria von Weber University of Music, the Heinrich 
Schütz Conservatory and the T1 Bistro & Café are already settled in.

The new cultural centre will create a direct link between the city 
centre and the districts of Friedrichstadt and Wilsdruffer Vorstadt, 
which will undergo intense development as a result. The conversion 
of the area sets an example for successfully combining public invest-
ment, fascinating old and new architecture, commercial promotion 
and great amenities for culture enthusiasts and tourists from Ger-
many and abroad.


