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Benefits under the Asylum Seekers Benefits Act

What does the law regulate?

The Asylum Seekers Benefits Act (AsylbLG) provides, under
certain conditions, support for foreigners who are staying in
the territory of the Federal Republic of Germany.

The type, scope, and amount of benefits depend on indivi-
dual needs, income, residence status, and the fulfillment of
the required cooperation obligations by the beneficiaries and
their family members.

Who can take advantage of these benefits?

Entitled to benefits are foreign nationals who actually reside
in Germany and who:

B have a permission to stay according to the Asylum Act
(asylum seekers),
B have a residence permit due to war in their country of
origin
- pursuant to Section 23 (1) of the Residence Act
- pursuant to Section 25 (4) sentence 1 of the Residence Act
- pursuant to Section 25 (5) of the Residence Act, pro-
vided that the decision on the suspension of deporta-
tion was made less than 18 months ago,
B have a tolerated stay (Duldung) pursuant to Section 60a
of the Residence Act (AufenthG),
B are subject to enforceable deportation,
B are spouses, registered partners, or minor children of the
above-mentioned persons,
B have submitted a subsequent or second asylum applica-
tion under the Asylum Act.

Benefits under the Asylum Seekers Benefits Act (AsylbLG) are
granted on condition that the applicant has no financial re-
sources of their own.

What benefits can be claimed?

B Basic benefits for food, accommodation, heating, cloth-
ing, health and personal care, as well as household goods
and consumables,

B Benefits in case of illness, pregnancy, and childbirth,

B Education and participation benefits, e.g. learning sup-
port or communal lunches in daycare centers, schools, or
after-school care centers,

B Other benefits in individual cases,

B Benefits in special cases (Section 2 AsylbLG).

The benefits can be provided in the form of cash and non-cash be-
nefits, payment cards, or vouchers. This depends on the type of
benefit and the specific needs of the beneficiaries.

How long are benefits under the AsylbLG granted?

The benefits are granted as soon as the requirements are
met and the competent authority is aware of this. An applica-
tion must be submitted for this purpose. Local jurisdiction for
beneficiaries depends on the federal state's decision to as-
sign them to the relevant district or city. Benefits end, for ex-
ample, when the beneficiary leaves the Federal Republic of
Germany or at the end of the month in which the Federal Of-
fice for Migration and Refugees recognizes their right to asy-
lum.

How much are the benefits?

The scope of benefits depends in particular on the individual
needs of the beneficiaries.

Basic benefits consist of benefits to cover the cost of food,
accommodation, heating, clothing, healthcare, and house-
hold goods and consumables (essential needs), as well as be-
nefits to cover personal needs in everyday life (necessary
personal needs). These amounts are set by the Federal
Government.

Benefits for accommodation are primarily provided in kind
(accommodation in shared accommodation) or in an appro-
priate amount (privately rented apartment).

The amount of the corresponding requirement depends on
family circumstances, age, disposable income and assets, and
the length of stay of the beneficiaries in Germany.

Those entitled to benefits who have been residing in Ger-
many for more than 36 months without significant interrup-
tion and without abusing the law receive benefits in
accordance with the Twelfth Book of the Social Welfare (SGB
X1).

Anyone who has income or assets (cash, motor vehicles, for-
eign bank accounts, real estate) must use these for their own
needs. Anyone who has sufficient income and receives bene-
fits in kind (e.g., lives in accommodation provided by the so-
cial welfare office) may be required to pay reimbursement
costs or fees.

What health care benefits can be received?

Medical assistance will only be provided in the event of acute
iliness and/or for pain treatment. Other services can only be
provided if they are absolutely necessary and cannot be post-
poned in order to safeguard health in individual cases.
Pregnant women and women who have recently given birth
are entitled to unlimited medical and nursing care and sup-
port upon request, as well as midwifery care, medication,
bandages, and remedies.



Before receiving treatment at a doctor's office, you must pre-
sent a medical treatment certificate. For visits to the follow-
ing doctors, you can obtain a treatment certificate from the
Dresden Social Welfare Office without further medical docu-
mentation, which you can then present at the doctor's office:

General practitioner
Pediatrician
Gynecologist
Ophthalmologist
Dentist

Medical treatment certificates for other specialists are issued
after presentation at the social welfare office, upon presen-
tation of a referral from a general practitioner. Treatment
certificates can be obtained from the social welfare office
during office hours.

Coverage of costs for planned hospital treatments, outpati-
ent surgeries, special examinations (MRI, CT, special labora-
tory tests), patient transport, physiotherapy treatments,
outpatient long-term therapies, dental prostheses, psycho-
therapy, and aids and remedies must always be applied for at
the social welfare office before the start of treatment; excep-
tion: in the case of an emergency.

To this end, the original prescription, the hospital admission
form or the treatment and cost plan, and a brief medical jus-
tification from the doctor must be submitted in good time.
The social welfare office will have the necessity, urgency, and
appropriateness of the treatment assessed by the doctors at
the Office for Health and Prevention.

If an appointment is scheduled by the Office for Health and
Prevention, attendance is mandatory. After the review, the
Social Welfare Office will inform you whether the costs can
be covered. Only then may treatment begin.

In cases of sudden severe illness or accident, treatment may
exceptionally be obtained without a treatment certificate in a
doctor’s practice or hospital emergency department. ldentifi-
cation documents should always be presented, and it should
be explained that benefits are received from the Social Wel-
fare Office.

Do you have to pay for medication yourself?

If a doctor prescribes a prescription-only medication (red
prescription) that must be taken immediately, it can be ob-
tained at the pharmacy without payment or with only a co-
payment. You must pay for other medications (green or blue
prescriptions) yourself. If you are unsure whether the medi-
cations cost anything, ask your doctor or at the pharmacy. If
medication must be taken over a longer period (as part of
therapy), the assumption of costs must be applied for in ad-
vance at the Social Welfare Office.

Can you receive a health insurance card?

An electronic health card is a chip card with a name and a
photo, which must be presented at medical practices or hos-
pitals. It is necessary for medical treatment. The card shows
doctors which medical assistance benefits are available.
Please note: you are not a member of statutory health insur-
ance. Treatment with the health card is provided only to the
same extent as with a medical treatment certificate.

If the social welfare office has determined that you have not
yet been in Germany for 36 months and are entitled to bene-
fits under § 3 AsylbLG, you can register with a health insur-
ance company. To do so, a small photo (passport photo) is
required for each family member over the age of 15. After a
few days, you will receive your health insurance card in the
mail.

What cooperation obligations apply when applying for and
receiving benefits?

B Provide complete, accurate, and timely or prompt infor-

mation as a matter of principle

immediately report all income or monetary benefits

report existing assets

report the start of employment within three days

submit requested documents within the specified dead-

lines (e.g. bank statements)

Submission of the decision of the Federal Office for Mi-

gration and Refugees regarding the decision on one's

own asylum procedure

B Notify the immigration office and social welfare office of
any planned stays abroad before departure

B Notify the immigration office and social welfare office of
any extended absence (more than 7 days) from your
place of residence or any change of residence or address

B Punctual and regular participation in job opportunities or
other integration measures, if an obligation has been
made

B submit all available documents relating to the person
within the framework of the asylum procedure

B comply with all requests from the Federal Office for Mi-
gration and Refugees or an immigration authority within
deadlines, in particular

B provide correct identity information

B submit required documents, applications, and declarati-
ons

B Fill out/sign the required applications, forms, and decla-
rations

B Appointments at the relevant embassy or consulate

B and submission of appropriate documents there to ena-
ble identification and issuance of travel documents

H After the (negative) conclusion of the asylum procedure,
leave Germany within the set period, unless an appeal
with suspensive effect has been lodged.

Any changes to the above mentioned circumstances must
also be reported promptly.

What are the consequences of violating cooperation obliga-
tions?

The consequences of violating the duty to cooperate depend
on the type and severity of the violation.

Possible consequences, depending on the individual case, in-
clude:

B denial of benefits until cooperation is fulfilled

B rejection of benefits under Section 2 AsylbLG

B Only granting of benefits in accordance with Section 1a of
the Asylum Seekers Benefits Act (AsylbLG) (reduction to
benefits covering the need for food and accommodation,
including heating, as well as personal hygiene and health
care)



B Recovery of unlawful payments
B fines of up to 5,000 euros under Section 13 AsylbLG
B criminal prosecution in cases of fraud

Where can you seek assistance?

Responsible authority:

Social Welfare Office of the City of Dresden
Junghansstralle 2

01277 Dresden

Department of Social Benefits — Migration Unit
Office hours:

Tuesday: 9:00-12:00 and 14:00-18:00
Thursday: 9:00-12:00 and 14:00-16:00

Issuance of medical treatment certificates:
Monday: 9:00-12:00

Tuesday: 9:00-12:00 and 14:00-18:00
Thursday: 9:00-12:00 and 14:00-16:00

Department of Housing Assistance / Integration
Unit: Accommodation

Office hours:

Tuesday: 9:00 — 12:00 and 2:00 — 6:00
Thursday: 9:00 — 12:00 and 2:00 — 4:00

Data protection information

During the application and granting of benefits under the
AsylbLG, personal data necessary for decision-making are col-
lected and stored, including:

name, first name, aliases, date of birth

information on residence status and nationality

status of the asylum procedure

Information on cooperation under immigration law
Information about income and financial circumstances
Information about current and previous places of resi-
dence

Information about one's own health, provided that the
person does not have statutory health insurance and the
benefits authority grants benefits in accordance with Sec-
tions 4 and 6 of the Asylum Seekers Benefits Act
(AsylbLG)

After completion of the benefits, the file containing the
above mentioned data will be archived and retained for 30
years. You have the right to inspect the file.
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